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January 4, 2012
Dear Parents/Guardians,

According to the Boxborough Town Census, you have a child that is eligible to register for either full-day or half-day Kindergarten at the Blanchard Memorial School for the 2012-2013 school year. Registration for students eligible for Kindergarten in September 2012 will take place during the week of January 17-20, 2012.  Students must be 5 by September 1, 2012 to be enrolled.  Parents must bring the child’s birth certificate, current physical and immunization records and proof of residency to register. Registration will take place in the Blanchard School office Tuesday through Friday between the hours of 9:00 a.m.-2:00 p.m., and Thursday evening, January 12, from 6:00-7:30 p.m. The fee for the 2011-2012 full-day Kindergarten Program is $3500 but is pending an increase for the 2012-2013 school year. A deposit of $350 in cash or check made out to the Town of Boxborough is required to enroll. Prior to making your decision to have your child attend full- or half-day Kindergarten, an Information Night is scheduled on Tuesday, January 10, at 7:00 PM in the school cafeteria.
About Full-Day Kindergarten

The full-day kindergarten program is curriculum based.  Learning activities are aligned with the learning standards of the relevant Massachusetts Curriculum Frameworks and Common Core State Standards.  The Frameworks provide guidance for the “what” and “when” of students’ skills and knowledge and provides suggested age-appropriate activities for most learning standards which will assist teachers in offering diverse experiences across subject areas. 

 A full-day kindergarten program allows us time to effectively utilize a standards-based curriculum that integrates long-term and short–term thematic units and projects that will allow in-depth investigations of real-world topics, deepening children’s understanding and intellectual challenge along the continuum of development.  
A full-day kindergarten program allows for more differentiated instruction, which is especially important in early childhood programs because the foundations of children’s future learning are being constructed.  

We have a fee-based structure for the afternoon session of our kindergarten program. The payment structure will follow the same format that we currently have in place for our Early Childhood and Extended Day programs.  Parents/Guardians will be sent monthly statements via email.  Parents/Guardians have the choice of paying monthly, or several months or the full year in advance.  Payment can be made by check or on-line.

A sliding fee scale formula is used for families seeking tuition assistance. Families seeking reduced tuition must complete the Free and Reduced Lunch forms with supplemental required income documentation and submit the forms to Ms. Clare Jeannotte, Business Manager, for processing to determine eligibility. Forms will be available at registration.
Parents/Guardians have the choice of a fee-based, full-day kindergarten program or a non-fee, half-day kindergarten program.  The number of sessions for full-day or half-day will be determined after kindergarten registration during the week of January 17-20, 2012. Half-day program students will likely be included in each full-day classroom. We may consider a separate half-day kindergarten classroom depending on the number of students who enroll for the half-day program.

All kindergarten teachers do a weekly newsletter and also have a website to communicate activities, curriculum, and schedules to parents.  There will not be any attempt by teachers to provide work packets or materials to parents/guardians for activities taking place during the afternoon hours of kindergarten.

Whether a parent/guardian selects a full-day kindergarten program or a half-day kindergarten program for their child,  the school district is still required to provide a kindergarten program that follows the Massachusetts Curriculum Frameworks and Common Core State Standards in English Language Arts, Mathematics, Science/Technology Engineering, History and Social Science, Health and the Arts for kindergarten students.  Our expectation is all kindergarten students will be ready for first grade. 

The school district is required to provide transportation for students who select the half-day kindergarten program.  

Parents/Guardians will register their child for full-day kindergarten or half-day kindergarten during the week of January 17-20, 2012.  Those parents/guardians who register their child for the full-day program will need to give a $350 deposit at the time of registration.  We will allow parents/guardians until Friday, February 24, 2012 to make a change in their decision as to which program they would like to enroll their child.  We established the February 24 deadline for parents/guardians to make a change in their decision of programs, because we need firm enrollment figures in order to determine the number of full-day sections and if we need to establish a half-day section. If the parents/guardians decide by February 24 to change to full-day kindergarten, a deposit will be required at that time.
Once parents/guardians select the full-day kindergarten program for their child, the school district will be relying on that income to support the full-day kindergarten program.  Any enrollment changes made in the full-day program will have an impact on the total school budget.  If we have enough students to provide a separate half-day program, students will not be able to switch from the part-time program to the full-day program.  The recommendation on whether to switch a child from half-day to full-day or full-day to half-day will be a collaborative decision determined by the classroom teacher, principal, parents and any other educational personnel needed to make a decision in the best interest of the child.

Parents/Guardians will be able to register kindergarten students for extended day options. Options available are:

· Before school (7:00 a.m. – 8:45 a.m.) 

· After school (3:00 p.m. – 6:00 p.m.)  

· Early Release Day (12:00 p.m. – 6:00 p.m.)  

· Emergency Dismissal (due to inclement weather)  

· To review Extended Day rates and options, please see the school’s website.
The kindergarten schedule for 2012-13 will be:

· Full-day kindergarten --- 8:45 a.m. – 3:00 p.m.

· Half-day kindergarten --- 8:45 a.m. – 11:30 a.m.

Students enrolled for full-day and half-day kindergarten will follow this orientation schedule:

· ½ of the kindergarten students will come on Tuesday, August 28.

·  ½ of the kindergarten students will come on Wednesday, August 29.
·  All kindergarten students will come on Thursday, August 30.  

· There will be no school on Friday, September 1 or Monday, September 3.  

· Classes will resume for all students on Tuesday, September 4.  Parents/Guardians will be notified as to their child’s orientation day during the summer months. 

If you have any questions/concerns, I can be contacted by telephone at 978-263-4569 x699 or email at cbates@boxboroughschool.org. 

Sincerely,

Curtis A. Bates, Ed. D.

Superintendent/Curriculum Director
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DR. KAREN TOWER, Asst. Principal


Clare Jeannotte, Business Manager
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